
Top action needed to enhance this watershed:
•     

Visit back page for more actions.
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Ausable Bayfield Conservation Authority property
For more information on identified features,
please see the full watershed report card at abca.on.ca

Main Bayfield

Forest 
Conditions

C
Grade:

B
Grade:

Surface 
Water 

Quality

Grades: 
•
•
•
•
• 

A – Excellent
B – Good
C – Fair
D – Poor
F – Very Poor 

Report cards 
give residents 
information 
to protect 
and enhance 
watershed 

Report card 
standards were 
developed 
for consistent 
reporting across 

 Watershed Report Card 2018



Area:  92 km2 Municipalities: Bluewater, Central Huron, Huron East 

•     Concentrations of chloride are better 
than the drinking water guideline at the 
shallow and deep provincial monitoring 
wells in this watershed, but nitrate 
concentrations are not as good and have 
exceeded the standard at the shallow 

Monitoring well locations 
are on map

•     Your well water quality may differ from 

habitats and can be found 
in wetlands, along stream 

favourite of hummingbirds in 
rain gardens too!

Drinkable

Geology (Chapman and Putnam 1984) Soils Land Use (OMAFRA 2015)

Fish:

•
with migratory Trout and Salmon in the main 

•

Species 
at Risk:

•    Three birds; three reptiles; one fish; two mussels; 
and three plants

Fishable

Municipal Drinking Water Sources Groundwater Conditions

Private Wells

Did you know?

•     

•     Visit ogwa.ca/Well-Wise-Testing 

* Go to  for the complete Watershed Report Card to learn more.

Till Moraines 

– 53%

Till Plains
(Undrumlinized) 

– 20%
Spillways 

– 16%

Kame Moraines – 4%
Bevelled Till Plains – 2%

Sand Plains – 4%

Water – 1%

Clay Loam 

– 44%

Silty
Loam 
– 26% Loam

– 20% 

Bottomland 
– 10% 

Agriculture

 – 62%

Natural 

– 31% 

Other – 1%
Urban – 6%

•     To reduce the risk of illness, refrain from swimming for 48 hours after 

•     

•     Find results from your local public health unit and theswimguide.org

•     

•     Groundwater from wells is the municipal drinking water 

•     Learn about your municipal well or intake at this link: 
sourcewaterinfo.on.ca

Swimmable at Local Lake Huron Beaches

 Watershed

Watershed Features



Indicator Description
Result 2017 Grade 

2012 2017 Main
Bayfield

Entire 
ABCA

Total 
phosphorus

•     

•     An A
D

E. coli
(Escherichia 
coli)

•     E. coli
Their presence indicates water may contain other 

•     An A E. coli concentration of 

68

100 mL

70

100 mL

C

Benthic 
invertebrates

•     

•     

•     An A

C

Surface Water Quality B
Grade:

Indicator Description
Result 2017 Grade

2012 2017 Main
Bayfield

Entire
ABCA

Forest 
cover

•    
•      An A

C
D 

Forest 
interior

•    Forest interior is the percentage of a watershed with forest 

•    
•    An A

D
D

Streamside
cover

•     

•     An A
C 

Forest Conditions C
Grade:

Overwinter Vegetative Cover on Agricultural Lands
•     

•     

•     Overwinter vegetative cover on agricultural lands, in this watershed, ranged from 16 to 24 per cent in 

 at abca.ca

 Watershed

Watershed Grades



Phone: Toll-free: 1-888-286-2610
Facsimile: E-mail: Website: 

Visit abca.ca for the complete 

Thumbs up!

River Valley Trail Association, and the 

Huron Tract Land Trust Conservancy, 

have protected key properties in the 

Links to the Great Lakes
No matter where you live in the watershed, 

We rely on the lake
as a source of drinking water, 

Your personal action can

Visit lakehuroncommunityaction.ca

Take action!

Grants
Funding may 
be available to 
help you plant 
trees, control erosion, 
and improve water 
quality.

 Watershed

•   Connect small woodlots to •     Support work to maintain a •     Revisit Trick’s Creek 

How can you help?
 You can: Your community can: Local agencies can:

Next Steps


