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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Welcome to the Watershed Report Card
2023. We hope this report provides
meaningful information for landowners
and community groups to help protect and
enhance the watersheds of the Ausable
Bayfield Conservation Authority (ABCA) area.

Reportcardsarebasedonforestconditions,
and surface water and groundwater
quality, in 16 subwatersheds in the ABCA
area. These subwatersheds include three
Bayfield River subwatersheds, eight
Ausable River subwatersheds, two Parkhill
Creek subwatersheds, the Mud Creek
subwatershed, and two smaller Lake Huron
subwatersheds.

Compared with the previous Watershed
Report Cards (2007, 2013, 2018), grades
have remained steady for all indicators,
and have ranged from A to D.

Water quality has remained steady
for most subwatersheds. Grades
ranged from A to D, with most of these
subwatersheds receiving C grades.

Most subwatersheds received a D grade
for forest conditions, indicating ‘poor’
conditions across much of the ABCA area.

Groundwater quality is generally very
good throughout our area but some
monitoring wells failed to meet the
drinking water standard for nitrate and
the guideline for chloride. Therefore,
they received a ‘less than A grade.’

When it comes to environmental
improvement, thinking about your
backyard creek, and its contributing
watershed, is an important first step.
Taking conservation action, as an
individual and as a community, helps us
to protect our biodiversity and respond

to a changing climate.

Thesereportcards help ustounderstand
our local area better and to guide us in
the following ways:

+ Savenaturalareasthatneedprotection,

+ Seed areas with native plants, and

+ Steward our working landscape.

Each subwatershed report card suggests
conservation actions. When these actions
are implemented together, they will have
positive effects for our communities.
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